
Landscape Photography



Landscape Photography Tips

 1. Maximize your Depth of Field

 The simplest way to do this is to choose a small Aperture setting (a large 

number) as the smaller your aperture the greater the depth of field in your 

shots. My favourite number for Landscapes F16

 2. Use a Tripod

 As a result of the longer shutter speed that you may need to select to 

compensate for a small aperture you will need to find a way of ensuring your 

camera is completely still during the exposure. 
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 3. Look for a Focal Point

 All shots need some sort of focal point to them and landscapes are no 
different. Be mindful of the rule of thirds here

 4. Think Foregrounds

 One element that can set apart your landscape shots is to think carefully 
about the foreground of your shots and by placing points of interest in them. 
When you do this you give those viewing the shot a way into the image as well 
as creating a sense of depth in your shot.
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 5. Consider the Sky

 Most landscapes will either have a dominant foreground or sky – unless you 
have one or the other your shot can end up being fairly boring. If you have a 
bland, boring sky (as is typical with Irish skies) – don’t let it dominate your 
shot and place the horizon in the upper third of your shot (however you’ll 
want to make sure your foreground is interesting). However if the sky is filled 
with drama and interesting cloud formations and colours – let it shine by 
placing the horizon lower.
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 6. Use filters

 ND (or Neutral Density) filters cannot be recreated in post-production. In landscape 
photography their task is to decrease the shutter speed. If you love long exposures, you 
cannot live without them. A neutral density filter is called "neutral" because it doesn't affect 
the colours in your photo; its only purpose is to reduce the amount of light reaching your 
camera's sensor. Normal ND filters reduce light evenly across the whole scene, but graduated 
NDs have a gradient effect, changing from fully darkened at the top to completely 
transparent at the bottom. This means that the top of the lens lets in less light than the 
bottom.

 This is really useful in landscape photography, because you'll often find yourself shooting a 
scene with a bright sky and relatively dark ground. The graduated ND filter helps balance the 
exposure of the scene, allowing you to capture everything without losing detail in the 
highlights or shadows.

 Grad ND filters are available in a number of strengths. The most common are 0.3, 0.6, and 
0.9, which correspond to a 1, 2, or 3 stop reduction in light at the darkest point. It's worth 
carrying a couple with you to cater for different conditions. A good choice is a 0.3 and a 0.6, 
as these can be combined to give a 0.9 effect.
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 7. Lines

 Use leading lines where at all possible

 8. Shoot during the "Golden Hours"

 Shooting times are around dawn and dusk – because that’s when the light is best
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If you want to join this landscape group 

please come talk to me

Tony M


